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SUMMARY  OF  CONVERSATIONS 
KHKOSAITJUM  PREPARED  IN  the  department  of  state 

(WASHINGTON,  )  MAY  19,  1942. 

ACCCU.iT  OF  INFORMAL  CQNVEFSATIONS  BETWEEN  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES  AND  TBE  GOVERNMENT  OF  JAPAN,  1941. 

Excerpts. 


"  ....  The  t  o  ;.  1 1' rlnr»  in  the  Fur  Eaet  v»bich  '  ad  teen  established 

by  the  We suing '« on  C  n.fiiF  tjoe  treaties  of  1921-1922  became  seriously  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  fcotuiv,  up  by  fcrce-ful  means  in  a  part  of  China  of  a  regime 
under  Jnue-eso  control  under  the  name  of  1 Manchukuo’  .  This  control  over 
Manchuria  has  le  t.  narked  by  the  carrying  out  of  a  policy  of  discrim¬ 
ination  which  ha.3  re  ulted  in  forcing  out  American  and  other  foreign 
interests . 

"During  the  years  that  followed,  Japan  went  steadily  forward  in 
her  •, reparations  for  expansion  by  force  of  arms.  In  December  1934, 
she  gave  notice  of  her  intention  to  terminate  the  naval  treaty  of 
February  6,  1922.  She  then  proceeded  '-’ith  intensified  construction 
of  military  and  naval  armaments,  at  the  same  tine  undertaking,  from 
time  to  tine,  limited  actions  directed  toward  an  extension  of  her 
domination  over  China  and  involving  disregard  and  eetruction  of  the 
lawful  rights  and  interests  of  other  countries,  including  the  United 
States . 

"In  July  1937,  the  armed  forces  of  Japan  ember Ned  upon  large-scale 
military  operations  against  China.  Invading  forces  of  more  than  a 
million  men  occupied  large  areas  along  the  seaboard  and  in  the  central 
provinces.  In  these  areas  there  were  set  up  puppet  regimes  which 
instituted  systems  of  controls  and  monopolies  discriminatory  in 
favor  of  the  interests  of  the  invading  country. 

"It  ’  as  been  elca.r  throughout  that  Japan  has  boen  actuated  from 
the  start  by  broad  and  ambitious  plans  for  establishing  herself  in  a 
dominant  position  in  the  entire  region  of  the  Western  Pacific.  Her 
leaders  have  openly  declared  their  determination  to  achieve  and 
maintain  that  position  by  force  of  arms  and  thus  to  make  themselves 
masters  of  an  croc-,  containing  almost  one-half  of  the  entire  population 
oi  the  vorlo.  As  a  consequence,  they  uould  have  arbitrary  control  of 
the  sea  and  trade  routes  ir.  that  region. 

"Previous  experience  and  current  developments  indicate  that  the 
proposed.  *now  order*1  in  the  Pacific ri’f'r  means,  politically,  domination 
by  on*  country.  It  means,  economically,  employment  of  the  resources  of 
the  area  concerned  for  the  benefit  nf  that  country  and  to  the  ultimrte 
Impoverishment  of  other  parts  of  the  area  and  exclusion  of  the  / 
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interests  of  other  countries.  It  means,  socially,  the  destruction 
of  personal  liberties  and  the  reduction  of  the  conquered  peoples  to 
the  role  of  inferiors. 

"It  should  be  manifest  to  every  person  that  such  a  program  for 
the  subjugation  and  ruthless  exploitation  by  one  country  of  nearly 
one-half  of  the  population  of  the  world  is  a  matter  of  immense 
significance,  importance  and  concern  to  every  other  nation  wherever 
located. 

"Notwithstanding  the  course  which  «apan  has  followed  during 
recent  years,  this  Govo.nraent  has  made  repeated  efforts  to  persuade 
the  Japanese’ Crov-.rnnent  that  her  beet  interests  lie  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  friendly  relations  with  the  United  States  and  with  other 
countries  which  believe  in  orderly  and  peaceful  processes  among 
nations.  V.'e  have  at  no  time  made  any  threats." 


Foreign  Relations  II,  p»  525  at 

pp .  329-330 
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